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Hl ABSTRACT : Parents play an important role in al round development of the child. The emotional

bondage and theintimacy between parentsand their children give asense of security to the children and help
in the development of a positive self - concept. Parental encouragement is one of the aspects of parent
treatment patterns. In encouragement the parents help the child in such a way that he may not feel

disheartened at a particular point of difficulty. Parental encouragement goes a long way in helping the
children to achieve better in different spheres of life. In the present investigation, an attempt has been made
to study therelationship of locale and gender as determinants of parental encouragement among adol escents.
The study was conducted on 200 adolescents (100 boys and 100 girls) in the age range of 14-16 years
residing in rural and urban areas of Ludhiana. Agarwal Parental Encouragement Scale devel oped by Agarwal

(1999) was used to measurethe parental encouragement as perceived by the adolescents. The test contained
atotal number of 80 itemsunder eight dimensions of parental encouragement. Significant gender differences
existed in parental encouragement whereas significant locale differences were found in the dimensions of
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